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Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same 
Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like man- 
ner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.—Acts 1: 11. 


Be. 11, vol. III. Monday, March 16, 1801. Price One Penny. 


— — — — — 


OFFICIAL REFUTATION OF SLANDER. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 149.] 


As to the power and disposition of the “ Mormons” to fight and the ne- 
coessity of a resort to arms, he is equally ridiculous and erroneous. There 
has been no militia, “Mormon” or Gentile, in the Territory for more than 
twenty years. There are no “Mormons” under arms. There has been 
no drilling or military training. Peace and equal rights with other 
American citizens is all that the “Mormons” desire. They do not believe 
they will be required to handle the weapons of war. They have profound 
faith that God will fight their battles. There is not the slightest. whisper 
of a carnal conflict among them. There is no pretext for a collision be- 
tween the “Mormons” and the government. The only dispute that has 
arisen of late years between them was a question of law. That has been 
settled by the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States and 
the action of the Church in General Conference. Plural marriage has been 
judicially decided to be unlawful. The Church has accepted the decision 
as legally final, and by my official advice as President of the Church, has 
in the most solemn and authoritative manner decided not to enter into 
any marriages in the future that are contrary to the laws of the land. 
What folly then for this assumed “ Mormon” to say: “ We must fight 
or we must perish.” ‘“ We would rather die than give up this article of 
our creed.” And what absurdity to say, “In every endowment house in 
Utah plural marriages are being celebrated to-day.” There never was but 
one endowment house in Utah, and that, by my orders, was taken down in 


1889. If the temples are meant by that term, I say most emphatically the 


statement is false, and that no plural marriages are or have been cele- 
brated in Utah to my knowledge or that of naw my associates for some 
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years. And I cannot conceive how they could be performed without my 
sanction and official consent. 

I object to the publication of the articles in the Illustrated American 
chiefly on the ground that they pretend to be written from a “ Mormon” 
standpoint, and that thus the public are misled and the people whom I 
represent are correspondingly injured. For, while objection might reason- 
ably be made to the many misrepresentations those articles contain, yet 
they are principally old stories retold and they have been often disproved. 
But when they are attributed to a “Mormon” source, their falsehood be- 
comes doubly shameful and they can only be characterized as cowardly 
and contemptible. 

The editorial remarks that have accompanied them follow the line and 
lead to the end they have in view. They credit the “Mormons” with 
lives which are “models of decorum.” Yet they assert that the Mor- 
mons” massacred men, women and children at Mountain Meadows. The 
same people who are held up to admiration for their honesty, truth and 
fidelity to their religion, are accused of “a policy of deception,” and while 
yielding to the demands made upon them at a great sacrifice of feeling, 
they are charged with defying the government, “flinging down the gaunt- 
let,” and wanting and preparing to fight. 

All this is a libel upon the Latter-day Saints. They have no such 
belligerent feelings or intentions. They are not deserving of the impu- 
tations cast upon their veracity. They intend to obey the law and sustain 
good government. They revere the Constitution of our country and 
desire to promote republican institutions. They are under no church 
obligations or restrictions which interfere with their perfect freedom, 
whether in politics or in business. Their faith is different from that of 
the orthodox sects, and they claim the right to worship as they choose 
without hindrance from any earthly power, while conceding that right to 
all who differ with them. If any one of their number violates the law he 
is amenable to the law. But a community should not be condemned for 
the unapproved wrongful acts of individuals: That our views on the sub- 
ject of civil government as it relates to religion may be understood, I 
quote from the Doctrine and Covenants of the Church, which, with the 
Bible and Book of Mormon, forms our standard of religious principle: 

We believe that religion is instituted of God, and that men are amenable to Him, and 
to Him only, for the exercise of it, unless their religious opinions prompt them to in- 
fringe upon the rights and liberties of others; but we do not believe that human law has 
a right to interfere in prescribing rules of worship to bind the consciences of men, nor 
dictate forms for public or private devotion; that the civil magistrate should restrain 
crime, but never control conscience; should punish guilt, but never suppress the freedom 


of the soul. 

We believe that all men are bound to sustain and uphold the respective governments 
in which they reside, while protected in their inherent and inalienable rights by the laws 
of such governments; and that sedition and rebellion are unbecoming every citizen thus 
protected, and should be punished accordingly; and that all governments have a nght 
to enact such laws as in their own judgment are beat calculated to secure ee | 
terest, at the same time, however, holding sacred the freedom of conseience, 

We believe that every man should be honored in his station; rulers and 


such, being placed for the protection of the innocent, and the punishment of 2 


** 
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and that to the laws all men owe respect and deference, as without them peace and har- 
mony would be supplanted by anarchy and terror; human laws being instituted for the 
express purpose of regulating our interests as individuals and nations, between man and 
man, and divine laws given of heaven, prescribing rules on spiritual * for 0 
and worship, both to be answered by man to his Maker. 

We do not believe it just to mingle religious influence with civil 3 „ 
one religious society is fostered and another proscribed in its spiritual privileges, and the 
individual rights of its members, as citizens, denied. 

We believe that all religious societies have a right to deal with their members for dis 
orderly conduct according to the rules and regulations of such societies, provided that 
such dealings be for fellowship and good standing; but we do not believe that any religious 
society has any authority to try men on the right of property or life, to take from them 
this world’s goods, or to put them in jeopardy of either life or limb, neither to inflict any 
physical punishment upon them; they can only excommunicate them from their society, 
and withdraw from them their fellowship. 


The following are the Artieles of Faith of the Church as published for 
many years, and re-affirmed and adopted at the last General Conference: 


1. We believe in God, the Eternal Father, and in His Son, Jesus Christ, and in the 
Holy Ghost. 

2. We believe eee eee for their own sins, and not for Adam's trans - 
gression. 

3. We believe that through the atonement of Christ, all mankind may be saved, by 
obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel. | 

4. We believe that these ordinances are: First, Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; second, 
Repentance; third, Baptism by immersion for the remission of sins; fourth, Laying on 
of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

5. We believe that a man must be called of God, by “‘ prophecy, and by the laying on 
of hands,” by those who are in authority, to preach the Gospel and administer in the 
ordinances thereof. 

6. We believe in the same organization that existed in the primitive Church, viz. : 
Apostles, Prophets, Pastors, Teachers, Evangelists, etc. 

7. We believe in the gift of tongues, prophecy, ae visions, healing, interpreta 
tion of tongues, etc. 

8. We believe the Bible to be the word of God, as far as it is translated correctly; 
we also believe the Book of Mormon to be the word of God. 

9. We believe all that God has revealed, all that He does now reveal, and we believe 
that He will yet reveal many great and important things pertaining to the kingdom of God. 

10. We believe in the literal gathering of Israel and in the restoration of the Ten 
Tribes. That Zion will be built upon this continent. That Christ will reign personally 
upon the earth, and that the earth will be renawed and receive its paradisic glory. 

11. We claim the privilege of worshiping Almighty God according to the dictates of 
our conscience, and allow all men the same privilege, let them worship how, where, or 
what they may. 

12. We believe in 8 3 to kings, presidents, rulers and ben de in obey- 
ing, honoring and sustaining the. law. 

13. We believe in being honest, true, chaste, benevolent, virtuous, and i in doing good 
to all men; indeed; we may say that we follow the admonition of Paul, We believe all 
things, we hope all things; we have endured many things, 
all things. c of good report, or praiseworthy, we 
seek, after these things SMITH. 

I am eighty-three years old. 0 before long to meet my Maker 
and give account for my earthly acts and words. In view of this I testify 


before God and all mankind that the fovegoing articles of faith and disol- 
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pline are the true doctrines of our Church; that God has established that 
Church by revelation and has given authority to His servants to adminis- 
ter its ordinances; and that it will prevail against the errors and forces 
which are used for its destruction. But its weapons are not carnal; it 
claims no civil authority, it wields no political domination, and it seeks no 
quarrel with any earthly government. All men and all nations are res- 
ponsible to the Almighty for their acts, and with Him I am willing to 
leave the issue between us and our enemies and defamers. 
WILForD WoopRvFr, 
President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 


A CONVERSATION ON THE NECESSITY OF BAPTISM. 


„ NOTICE all you people who believe in baptism make so much of it,” was 
the remark a lady made to me the other day when speaking to her on the 
subject. 

Ves, I replied, “we do this to try to make you who do not believe, or 
only fancy you believe in it, think more seriously about it. But you 
surely cannot have noticed, in your study of the Scriptures, what a strenu- 
ous advocate of this principle of the Gospel even Paul was. The other 
Apostles, who preached the pure word of God untainted by the prejudices 
and opinions of men, were equally strong on this point; while our Savior 
Himself, according to His recorded testimony, which no Christian will 
question, could not fulfil all righteousness without yielding obedience to 
this express command of His and our Father.” 

“‘ But I do believe in baptism, and have been baptized, but it is only an 
outward and visible sign of the inward baptism of the Spirit, which is of 
far greater importance.” 

Without going into the question of the form of baptism which you 
say you have submitted to, or the authority of the individual who per- 
formed the ordinance in your case, let me ask you what justification you 
_ have for asserting that the baptism of the Spirit is of greater importance, 

‘or more essential to salvation, than baptism by water? ‘Essential,’ as 1 
understand the word, means of the highest importance, indispensable. If 

I am right, there can be no degrees of essentiality. Water baptism and 
the baptism of the Spirit, being principles of the Gospel taught, and sub- 
mitted to, by our Lord, and ordained by our Father in heaven, are equally 
essential, i. e., necessary, to salvation. Your idea of the first being merely 
an outward and visible sign of the latter, is not to be found in the Scrip- 
tures, nor can it be proved by them. One is a command of God; the 
other was promised to those who should obey this command in the pre- 
scribed manner and the right spirit. (Acts ii: 38.) We read in Luke vii: 
29, 30, All the people that heard him (John), and the publicans, justified 
God, being baptized with the baptism of John. But the Pharisees and 
lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not bap- 
tized of him.’ If you believe in the same Gospel, do you think you can 
be saved while rejecting the counsel of God any more than could the 
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Pharisees and lawyers? Have you any right to expect a special license 
admitting you into heaven without being born of water and of the Spirit 
both of which Jesus told Nicodemus were necessary before a man (not 
Nicodemus alone) could enter into the kingdom of God?” . 

But do you mean to assert that all the good men now living, to say 
nothing of those who have passed away, are to be shut out of heaven 
merely because they have not been} baptized with the particular form of 
baptism that you believe in? Many good men, and women too, with 
whom I am personally acquainted, spend most of their time and means 
in doing good; some of;them only believe in one baptism—that of the 
Spirit—others have been baptized, or as you would say ‘sprinkled,’ in 
their infancy, which is baptism according to the light we have. If this 
is a mistake, and therefore according to your doctrine will avail them 
nothing, will their good works count for nothing, and themselves be con- 
demned to everlasting punishment? Such doctrine would make an infidel 
of me, and your God would be my devil.” 

Have no fear, my dear madam, that I shall preach such a ‘doctrine of 
devils’ to you. We are all to be judged according to the deeds done in 
the body, and shall obtain ample reward for all the good we do in this 
life. But your remarks cal] up questions which it would take too long to 
answer at present, such as baptism for the dead, which is referred to in 
1 Cor. xv: 29; also the different degrees of glory in the many mansions of 
our Father’s house, whither Christ has gone to prepare a place for each 
one that loves Him and keeps His commandments. I cannot agree with 
the statement you make, that the sprinkling or any other form of infant 
baptism is according to the light you have, if you really believe in the 
Scriptures, as you claim to. There is ample evidence in the Bible to prove 
to any reasoning individual who will lay aside prejudice, and forget for 
the time the false teachings of uninspired men, that in the time of our 
Savior infant baptism was not practiced. Baptism was required only of 
repentant believers, and was performed by the immersion of the whole 
body. Not, till the end of the 13th century did sprinkling become the 
rule, and immersion the exception. Are your friends any better than 
Cornelius, who, as we read in Acts, tenth chapter, was a devout man and one 
that feared God, with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, 
and prayed to God always? Surely one would think his salvation was 
secure; but no—baptism being essential to salvation, an angel was sent 
to this good man to tell him that his prayers and alms were accepted by 
‘God, and that he must send men to Joppa and call for Simon Peter, who 
would tell him what he ought to do, or according to Peter’s own account, 
‘words whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved.“ The command- 
ment Peter gave was to be baptized in the name of the Lord (Acts, x: 
48). This being ‘part of the Scriptures which were written: for our 
learning, if it is not profitable unto us for doctrine, and for instruction in 
righteousness, surely it is our own fault, when we wilfully shut our eyes to 
the truth or allow ourselves to be led by blind guides, who find it only 
toofeasy,falas, to teach us, instead of sound doctrine, the commandments 
of men, but who will not be able to save us from the effects of our folly or 
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indolence in permitting them to lead, instead of us thinking and reason- 
ing for ourselves. Paul and Silas so impressed their jailer and his house- 
hold with the importance of baptism that they would not even wait for 
daylight but went out of the house the same night to have the ordinance 
performed. (Acts xvi.) Other evidence could be adduced from the Scrip- 
tures to prove the necessity of this ordinance of the Gospel, but is not 
this enough to show you that we can not make any more of . than 
our Savior and His Apostles did? 

“Well I must admit that there is more evideone | in favor of water baptiien 
than I had any idea of, and I have read and studied the Bible all my life; 
but I have never collected all the evidence on the subject, as you seem to 
have done, and which of course makes it appear of more importance, and 
impresses one with the necessity of obedience to this principle more than 
reading a text or two here and there, mixed up with other subjects. But 
though Iam more impressed with the necessity of baptism than I have 
been hitherto, I am not prepared to accept your doctrine of baptism by 
immersion alone, and only of adults who are capable of believing and re- 
penting. But I should like a little time to think over what you have 
already brought to my notice before going into another branch of the 
subject.” 

“T am glad, indeed, to find that you are sufficiently interested to sit 
the Scriptures for yourself, and prove whether these things are so or not, 
for I do not expect or wish you to take my word for any statement I may 
have made. I shall be very pleased to meet you again in the near future 
and hope that you may soon be prepared to put on Christ in the only 
authorized way, that is, by being baptized into Christ. Those who take 
this course are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise, as said 
in Galations iii: 27—29.” H. L. James. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Yellow fever is reported to be increasing rapidly in Brazil. 
The latest mail from’ Madagascar gives the number of persons killed in 0 
massacre by natives as twenty. 
A condenser for making ammonia out of waste products exploded at Glasgow on March | 
10, and several persons were killed. 
On March 5, two deaths occurred in Cheshire, through the use of a mixture of nitric 
acid and quicksilver, for skin disease. 
By the,‘election in Canada on March 5, the government majority in the dominion 
parliament was reduced from 51 to 34. 
In an attack made by the French upon the natives at Diena, Senegal, 600 natives 
were killed. Only eleven Frenchmen were slain in the fight. 
It is stated that the United States navy department is making . for the 
_ survey of the?proposed cable between San Francisco and the Hawaiian Islands. | 
Floods in the Tennessee, Ohio and Mississippi valleys, U. S. A., have done tremen- 
dous damage. Thousands of people are homeless and many lives have been lost. 
At Bishop-Auckland, on March 2, a tiger escaped from Wombwell’s managerie and 
entered Raby Park, where it killed several deer and sheep. wig sesso ee 
deore. it was shot. 
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British naval officers at Montreal, in commenting upon the Behring Sea difficulties: 
say that they would not be surprised if England and the United States were at war 
before the year is out. 

On March 7, at New Seaham and Rainton, between three and four thousand employes 
at Lord Londonderry’s collieries struck, to support the miners at the Silksworth 
colliery, where a strike is in progress. 

On March 9 a terrific storm swept over the south of England, stopping railway traffic, 
and causing much distress: A number of persons Were frozen to death. Along the 
southeast coast the shipping suffered heavily, a number of vessels being lost. In some 
places in Kent the snowdrifts were twenty feet deep. 

The latter part of February brought severe wintry weather to Greece, and in Thessaly 
snow is reported to be from fifteen to twenty feet deep. Communication between vil- 
lages is interrupted, and fears are entertained that many people will die of starvation. 
pre of sheep have — and the wolves are driven from the hills into the inhabited 

istricts. 

March 5 „„ the disastrous flood at 
Yuma, Arizona. Over 250 houses, including the entire business portion of the town, 
have been removed by the floods, and 1,400 persons are homeless. The Gila Valley is 
almost completely devastated, and 100 lives are believed to have been lost; while the 
Colorado Valley is entirely under water. 

New Yor, March 10.—Mr. Reeves, general traffic manager of the Grand Trunk 
Railway, openly admits that the officials of his line offered facilities to 600 Canadians to 
return to Canada from the United States, so as to vote against Sir John Macdonald’s 
government in the general election. Mr. Reeves says he is an annexationist, and has 
been for twenty years. He would like to see the Stars and Stripes floating over every 
mile of the Grand Trunk and Canadian Pacific systems. This outspoken declaration in 
favor of annexation by the leading officer of the great English . is creating a 
profound sensation throughout the United States. 

WasHINeTon, March 4.—The closing scene in the House of Representatives this after- 
The democrats refused to agree to the 
usual vote of thanks to the speaker (Mr. Reed), and the resolution was carried by a 
strictly party vote. The speaker then declared the session adjourned. Soarcely had he 
resumed his seat when some republican members started the exhilarating refrain of the 
old war song, Marching through Georgia.” Their colleagues joined in making the hall 
ring, and the democrats replied by singing the Doxology,” which was taken up by the 
reporters. Various other songs were sung, and the members subsequently dispersed. 
The expenditure authorized by the Congress just closed exceeds that of any peace Con- 
gress in history, the total appropriation reaching a billion of dollars. 


The Vienna correspondent of the London Chronicle writes: According to information 
that reaches me from Poland, Russia, notwithstanding the peaceful assurances of her 
statesmen, is steadily increasing the military strength of the empire. A few days ago 
an order was issued by the minister of war requesting the immediate formation of an- 
other division of infantry, and in order that this step should not create apprehension 
abroad the plan was adopted of transforming reserve regiments into infantry of. the line 
and filling up the vacancies thus occasioned in the reserves with fresh troops. So that 
this might be done as secretly as possible an official order was issued that all reserves 
that underwent this transformation should take the name of the newly-formed infantry 
regiments. There are at the present moment ninety-six regiments of reserves distributed 
over various parts of the Russian empire. I also hear from the same source that a few 
days ago another secret order was issued that a second line of reserves should be formed 
to strengthen the Cossacks of the Don, which number twenty-six regiments. These 

troops when ready will move forward to a new station in the government of Charkoff. 
Orders have also been issued to hasten the delivery of stores, provisions, and medicines 
for the use of She 
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MONDAY, MARCH 16, 1891. 


TRACT DISTRIBUTION. 


TI following is an extract from a letter to President Brigham Yo 


from Elder Charles W. Booth, dated at Leicester, Feb. 23: | 

We are striving in our weak way to publish the glad tidings in this part 
of the vineyard. On December 29, last, Brother Bente T. Mumford and 
myself were directed by President J. E. Oreer to locate in Leicester and 
give it a thorough and systematic tracting. We came here and 
our labors, in which we have been blessed. We have it arranged so that 
we visit each house three times. Besides leaving tracts, we try and get 
into conversation with the people, especially if they seem inclined to 
refuse to accept and read the tracts. In this way we have had the privi- 
lege of pointing out to many the truths of the Gospel. We tract five ore 
in the town, and take Saturday for the villages. e have a comfortable 
room in the co-operative buildings, where we hold two services on the 
Sabbath. The meetings are fairly attended by the Saints, and usually by 
a number of strangers. | | 

On the 7th of this month our attention was called to an article on the 
“Mormons” in one of the Leicester papers. As usual, it was a series of 
falsehoods. In company with Brother Hill (one of the local brethren), I 
called upon the editor. We had a chat with him, and left some papers 
and tracts. On Feb. 17 Brother Mumford and myself had an interview 

with him, and were treated very kindly. His paper contained an article 
written after the interview, in which, as you can see, some mistakes have 
been made. But it is refreshing to have even such a fair statement, con- 
gross mis representations that are so freely published about 

e i 


We feel well in the work of the Lord, and our desire is to do all we can 
in spreading the Gospel truths among our fellowmen. : : 
The method of tract distribution herein stated is commendable, having 
in view, as it does, the getting of a knowledge and personal testimony of 
the Gospel before the people. While the same detail possibly could not 
be followed with advantage in every district, the system fulfils the re- 
quirements made; the brethren have a proper comprehension of the re- 
sponsibility which rests upon them, and the work thus thoroughly done 
cannot fail to be effective. It is the duty of the Elders to be in posses- 
sion of the Holy Ghost, to guide them in their labors, the general course 
of which has been indicated by the Presidency of the Mission, as directed 
by the revelations of the Lord. J. H. A. 
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ADVERTISING MEETINx os 


A ¥EW words of counsel are considered necessary to those who advertise 
meetings, either in newspapers or by handbills. The labor of the bretir- 
ren in endeavoring to secure a large attendance is appreciated; it shows 
commendable zeal to get the message of truth before as many people as 
possible. But they should not lose sight of the fact that the chief aim 8 
to present that message, not to attract a crowd who come out of mere 
curiosity to see an individual. Advertise the Gospel, not the person who 
is expected to preach. There should be no distinction between Elders 
from Utah and any others in these announcements. Let the substantial 
form of the advertisement be that a conference or a meeting will be held 
at a given time and place, when the Everlasting Gospel will be preached 
by the authorized servants of the Lord, the Elders of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. If desirable, use an appropriate Scripture 
quotation. But everything outside of these features should be omitted. 
An inclination to follow old forms that were never appropriate in making 
such announcements should not be yielded to. | J. H. A. 


UNDER THE MOUNTAINS. 


A pREss dispatch from New York, March 2, gives the following account 
of an interesting discovery in West Virginia: . 

For the last two months a number of men at Anisted, in the Elk river 
mining region, have been engage? driving through a ten-foot vein of coal. 
On Sunday last, when they bored a thousand feet into the mountain, 
they reached an open space forming a room twenty feet square. There 
were no visible signs that it had ever been communicated with from the 
outside, yet on the floor the men found a human skeleton, of which the 
bones began crumbling to dust on exposure to the air, or on the slightest 
touch. On the walls there were rude outlines, supposed to be the hand- 
writing of the being whose skeleton was thus found entombed. The 
22 has awakened great interest in geological and antiquarian 
circles. | 

Further excavations may be the means of bringing to light features of 
importance in connection with the strange sepultures where rest the 
bodies of many of the ancient inhabitants of America. Whether the 
instance related will be profitable to the student of archeology remains 
to be seen; but it is a fact that beneath some of the mountains of North 
America there lie buried cities and villages, the exhumation of which 
would be a marvelous revelation to the world and a valuable acquisition 
to the science of antiquities. | | 

The history of the nations that occupied the continent of America in 
centuries past was to come forth in the latter days, according to the 
promise and decree of the Lord. He has revealed that history in the 
Book of Mormon, but there are comparatively few who will receive its 
truths. Ever since its publication, however, the Lord has caused the 
evidence of its authenticity to accumulate among men, and even from 
the depths of the earth have come proofs of its historic truth. These are 
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new so abundant that no unprejudiced mind can fail to be convinced 
upon thorough investigation; and whatever may be the worth of the dis- 
covery now made in West Virginia, the developments of time will. yet 
reveal material evidences of the great destruction in America at the date 
of the crucifixion of the Lord, an account of which is written in the Book 
of Mormon. In the record of that great devastation there appears the 


following: 


And the earth was carried up upon the city of Moronihah, chat! in the 
place of the ci ty thereof there became a great mountain; and there was 
ble destruction in the land southward. But behold, there 

was a more t and terrible destruction in the land 1 for 
behold, the whole face of the land was changed. * The city of 
Gadiandi, and the city of Gadiomnah, and the city of Jacob, and the city of 
Gimgimno, all these 2 have I caused to be sunk, and made hills and 
valleys in the place thereof, and the inhabitants thereof have I buried up 


in the depths of the earth, to hide their wickedness and abominations | 


from before my face, that the blood of the Prophets and the Saints should 
not come up any more unto me against them. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elders Jesse R. Martineau and Christian 
Schneider are honorably released from their labors as Traveling Elders in 
the Swiss and German Mission, to return home. 

Elder George Hanks is honorably released from his labors as Traveling 
Elder in the Bristol Conference, to return home. His continued ill health 
is the reason for this action. a 

Elder D. J. Davis is released from his labors as Traveling Elder in the 
Welsh Conference, and is appointed to labor in the London Conference. 

Elder George D. Lovett is honorably released from his labors as Travel- 
ing Elder in the London Conference, to return home. 

Elder Joseph Gibbons is honorably released from his labors as President 
of the Norwich Conference, to return home. 

Elder Charles England is appointed to preside over the Norwich Vier 


ference. 


NorrincHam CoNTERRENCE.— The Conference will be held 
at the Temperance Hall, St. Anne Street, Nottingham, on Sunday, April 12. 


_ Meetings will commence at 10:30 a. m. and 2 and 6 p.m. Seekers after 
truth are invited to attend. 72 


DOING “MORMONS” JUSTICE. 


THE Troy, New York, Press, having published a number of erroneous 
statements about the late President Young and his family relations, a 
correspondent sent to that paper a correct account, and ann: with 
the following just remarks: 


The fact is that Brigham and —S “Mormon” people aes been the 25900 


Rae an and and the most — vilified and outrageously falsified re- 
sac 


ous sect in all history, or profane. The repugnance to their 
doctrines, and particularly to their ves relative to the marriage relation, 
which, nevertheless, have been strict cy biblical, the obstinacy with which 
they have clung to these doctrines, their positive refusal to disintegrate 
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. er views of other Christian sects, the mystery that has sur- 
rounded them and the curiosity to fathom this mystery to the very utter. 
most, and the natural gullibility of mankind, combined with the morbid 
craving for sensation, have all conspired to this end to such an extent 
that no fable, no falsehood, no extravagance, has been too wild or too im- 
Ae to be readily swallowed if it referred to Brigham Young or his 

lowers. And with a demand without limit for this sort of testimony as to 
the “Mormons,” the supply has never failed. It has been a money making 
business to write up and traduce the people of Utah. And it is a very 

safe rule, for those who desire only facts, to decline to swallow the sen- 
sational reports that still in a decrescendo volume, at this time, continue to 
be sent out about the “Mormons.” As my acquaintance with these Ter 
covers a period of twenty years, six of which were spent among them, I 

may be supposed to be, at least in reference to the foregoing, one who 
knows whereof he writes. | . 


THE HAPPINESS OF THE SAINTS. 


A PERSON in reading the history of the Latter-day Saints and becoming 
familiar with all the trials and vicissitudes which they have had to meet 
and pass through, would naturally suppose that they deserve much pity, 
because of the unhappy circumstances which have surrounded them. We 
naturally associate happiness with prosperity, and unhappiness with 
afflictions ‘and misfortunes. Human experience suggests these conclu- 
sions. But it is a remarkable fact, and well worthy of study and ex- 
amination by those who are not Latter-day Saints, that notwithstanding 
the trying and difficult circumstances through which the Church of Jesus 
Christ has passed, probably no happier people could be found, even in 
those days of distress, upon the face of the earth. Our community has 
demonstrated the fact that external circumstances, though they may be 
unfavorable, do not destroy happiness. Of course, they are painful and 
disagreeable, and human beings would like to avoid passing through 
them; yet a large degree of happiness can be enjoyed by rightly con- 
stituted persons who have kept the commandments of God, even under 
the most unfavorable circumstances. Men and women who depend upon 
external circumstances to produce their happiness have not discovered. the 
true secret of happiness. Genuine pleasure and durable enjoyment must 
proceed from within. If we do not live in perfect harmony with the laws 
of our being and with the laws of God, as far as we understand them, 
there is always something wanting. | e 
Obedience to the Gospel has had a wonderful effect upon those who 
have espoused it. Every yearning of the human heart for that which is 
true, lovely and pure can find gratification in the principles of righteous- 
ness which God has revealed. The general testimony of the adults who 
have joined this Church has been that before they embraced the principles 
taught by the Elders of our Church there was something wanting. They 
had desires which were not gratified, and which they could not have 
gratified in any of the systems of religion that were taught around them. 
But after they embraced the Gospel, all these desires were fully gratified, 
and their souls were satisfied. 1 A sweet_and heavenly spirit of content- 
ment entered into their hearts, and they were made exceeding happy. A 
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pure spirit of happiness took possession of them that was not dependent 
upon external circumstances. Its fountain was within themselves, and was 
no doubt the Spirit of God which had been given unto them through 
rere His commandments and obeying His ordinances. 

It has been remarked that members of some religious dencmiinstitns 
outgrow the first love that they had when they were converted, and that 
they look back to the days of their conversion through their subsequent 
lives as the time when they enjoyed in the greatest fullness those good 
feelings which made them so happy. But this is not the case with the 
‘Latter-day Saints who have done their duty. In looking back to the days 
of their conversion and entrance into the Church they see that they were 
but babes, and that their knowledge and joy and satisfaction have in- 
creased from that day forward. The reason of this is that they have not 
entered the Church under the influence of excitement and with an en- 
kindled imagination; but they have beheld the truth and have espoused it 
through the convincing power of the Spirit which rested upon them; and 
as the knowledge of the truth has increased within them they have learned 
to appreciate more and more the beauties of the religion of Jesus Christ, 
and their happiness and contentment have been increased thereby. This 
is as it should be; for the Gospel, being the plan of salvation devised for 
the redemption of man, is admirably adapted in every particular to meet 
and satisfy all man’s wants and aspirations. There is nothing deficient in 
it. It is perfect as a whole, and in all its details; and its effect on the 
human character is to elevate it, bring it nearer to heaven, and to give it 
all the elements of true happiness. 

It is wonderful how the Latter-day Sedan have borne up under the 
afflictions and persecutions which they have had to bear. Had they not 
been sustained by divine power, they must have succumbed and broken 
down; life must have been so dreary and wearisome to them that they 
would have lost all hopes and sought death as a relief from their troubles. 
But in the midst of the deepest sorrow they have been sustained, and been 
joyous and full of good cheer. In the midst of the mobbings that the 
people endured in the early days, and since that time in crossing the 
plains without any definite knowledge as to where they were going or 
what the circumstances would be which would surround them, they were 
cheerful, hopeful and undismayed. Gloomy feelings did not oppress them; 
and though they were short of many of the comforts, and in some in- 
stances of the necessaries of life, they were not depressed. 

Many people in the world imagine that if they can only reach heaven, 
they will be perfectly happy. The murderer is often told on the scaffold | 
that if he will only believe in Jesus he will be pardoned and will go right 
to heaven, and many of the vilest characters in society have died under 
those circumstances, with that hope. But let such a being be ushered into 
the society of the blessed and the redeemed, and he would be in torment, 
because his life had been spent in violating the principles upon which the 
bliss of heaven is founded. Beings who go to heaven must have heaven 
developed within them. There must be harmony between themselves and 
their surroundings when they get there. Unless there is, it would not be 
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heaven to them. And this is a principle that should be understood by the 
Latter-day Saints. 

The power of being happy is to some extent placed within our reach. 
The Lord has revealed the laws which, if obeyed, will bring about perfect 
harmony between ourselves and heavenly things. The more strictly we 
obey these and carry them out in our lives, the nearer we approach angelic 
perfection. By the aid of the Spirit of God we can control our evil pro- 
pensities, our violent passions, our angry dispositions, and live in strict 
consonance with divine principles. It has been through obedience to 
these principles that human beings have reached the angelic. The Son of 
God Himself, while on earth, lived in strict conformity with these princi- 
ples. He taught them to His disciples, and so far as they obeyed them 
they became like Him and were one with Him. The Savior carried out 
practically in His life the principles which He taught. When He was spit 
upon and smitten, mocked and scourged, crowned with thorns and cruci- 
fied, He was not provoked to anger. Though reviled, He did not revile 
again. But in those hours of deep distress and anguish and excruciating 
trial, He practically exhibited in His demeanor, and in all that He said, the 
grand truths which He taught as His Gospel. If He had failed in doing 
this, He would not have been the admirable and adorable character that 
He is. He has set the example, and it is our duty to follow Him.—TZhe 
Iditor, in Juvenile Instructor. | 


THE SILENT FORCE OF TRUTH. 


A NEWSPAPER, published in the interest of working people, and called 
The Remedy, has the annexed pointed paragraph: 


Freedom will not come until the people unite; but the people, until 
they know what they unite for, never will unite; and they will never know 
that, until they fully learn certain grand truths. Political parties can- 
not unite them—old parties or new parties. Trades unions cannot 
unite them. Knights of Labor cannot unite them. Alliances and con- 
federations cannot unite them, for parties and organizations have power 
only as they have truth. It is the power of truth, and that only, that can 
ever unite the people—nothing else. Yet few men really understand this. 
men who will freely spend days and dollars to organize, to buil 
and to make a noise and a show, will very grudgingly spend minutes and 
cents to * spread the truth. As yet men know little of the silent, 
irresistible power of truth, and in their ignorance make little use of it. 


There have been a great many foolish and mistaken notions expressed 
concerning the influence that unites the “Mormon” people. We admit 
they are not as united as they ought to be, all things considered. But: 
there is a cohesive force among them that is potent and marked, and is 
generally recognized. What is it! The common answer is, The power of 
the Priesthood.” This, in the sense in which it is uttered, is a most 
egregious mistake. 

The influence that unites the Mormons” is the Spirit of Truth. It is a 
power that accompanies all truth of every kind. When any truth is per- 
ceived by several persons, it makes them one so far as that perception 


— ——öäi! — — I —6—ͤ—ͤez — — 2t½—B —uy„- — 
— 
. 


—— — —— — 


174 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


extends. People can be brought to the unity of the faith, both in natural 
and in spiritual things. No matter what may be said about the variety 
of minds and the differences existing in humanity, any number of persons 
who desire truth can be brought to”see eye to eye. They thus become 
one to the extent that they see alike. Desire after truth, and readiness to 
accept it, causes action in that spirit of truth which illuminates the mind, 
as natural light may be set in motion and enables the eyes to behold the 


visible universe. 
The power of the Priesthood in the “Mormon” Church, apart from that 


administrative authority that relates to ordinances and ceremonies, is 


exercised for the dissemination of light by the presentation of truth. 
There is no force work in it. It bears no right and claims no rule of 
compulsion. Its influence is to enlighten, persuade and bring people to 
the unity of the faith. When they believe alike they are united. The 
more they agree in mind the greater is their unity. The more they are 
one in spirit the stronger is the power of their union of effort. And the 
Spirit of Truth operates upon them in their collective capacity, and makes 
them free as well as mighty, for, as set forth in the quotation above, it is 
the truth that makes men free. This is one of the doctrines of Christ. 

There never was a greater error than that which attributes “ Mormon” 
unity to “Mormon” priestly coercion. Anything in the nature of binding 
the souls of men is absolutely antagonistic to the doctrine, spirit and 
tendency of the “Mormon” system. And wherever it is indulged in, it is 
through the folly and errors of men, and is not “ Mormonism,” but a 
violation of its fundamental principles. 

To destroy “Mormon” unity it is necessary to destroy “Mormon” 
faith. Not faithin men. That is not the potent influence among them. 


They are sometimes compelled to lose faith in men because of the weak- 


ness of humanity made painfully manifest. But when that is lost as to. 
an individual, it is not affected as to principle. And it is principles, not 
men, upon which “Mormon” faith is centred, principles that have em- 
anated from Deity, and have been made plain by the Spirit of Truth. 
There are no people.freer than the “Mormons” from any force, or coer- 
cion, or compulsion from their leaders in church or secular affairs. They 
are a people with convictions. These have brought them from afar and 
from divergent points to one centre. These have united them in spirit. 
These hold them together. And when they act as a body, it is from an. 
inward common assurance that it is right to do so and it is done from 
choice. They see alike, they act as one. They have come to the unity of 
the faith, and the truth they have received makes them one in heart and 
free in action. It is “the silent, irresistible power of truth” and the 
spirit that attends it that form the moving force which the enemies 2 
“Mormonism” dislike and fear. Deseret News. 


A law has been passed by the Idaho legislature, disfranchising all who are or he f 
been members of tho Mormon” Church since 1887. 
The census returns for 1890 give the number of Indians in the United States as 905,600. | 


This shows e dee, but. the correctness of the returhs are disputed. 
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UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarised from Territorial papers.) 

A number of missionaries left Sit Lake City on Feb. 28th, for the Samoan Islands. 

The sheep owners of Southern Utah expect to make an unusually heavy clip of wool 
the coming spring. 

Pneumonia and la grippe were prevalent in Utah during February. Sickness of 
various kinds has also prevailed. 

In sinking a gas well at Ogden, a good quality of coal was struck on Feb. 17, at a 
depth of five hundred feet. | 

On Feb. 12, by the bursting of a sewer, the cellars of several business houses in Ogden 
were flooded, and about $50,000 damage done. 

Governor Thomas, of Utah, has three first cousins who are most estimable members 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

On Feb. 18, three highwaymen held up a street car at ‘ean Dale, near Salt Lake, 
and robbed the occupants. The thieves were arrested immediately afterward. : 

The Union Pacific railway increased its tariff to such an amount between Ogden and 
Logan that some of the business men decided to have their freight hauled by teams. A 
few days of this convinced the railway that the people were in earnest, and the result 
was that it reduced its prices to the old figures. 

Salt Lake City experienced a mud storm on the evening of Feb. 16, after a snowsterm. 
The snow was covered with a coating of a yellowish clay with a saline taste, and was 
doubtless taken up from the mud flats along the shore of the Great Salt Lake, An 
analysis of the matter showed carbonate of soda, chloride of soda, and sulphate of soda, 
or in plain words, baking powder, common salt, and Glauber’s salts. The presence of 
iron, silica and alumina was also demonstrated. Vegetable organisms known as desmids 
and diatoms were observed by aid of the microscupe. Mud showers are rare occurrences 
in the vales of Utah, though by no means uncommon in some other parts of the country. 

The improvements and changes in the interior of the Tabernacle at Salt Lake City 
have been completed. Twelve tiers of seats, rising one above the other, extend from the 
President’s stand (which has been brought forward about ten feet) up to the gallery in 
the rear. Six of these are arranged in front of the great organ, while the other six 
extend up each side of it. By this arrangement the singers all face the congregation. 
The stands have been remodeled. The total cost uf the improvements is upwards of 
$2000. The illumination of the stands and choir by more than three hundred gas jets 
will be very effective. The old decorations have been removed from the roof, * has 
been calcimined. The Tabernacle choir now numbers 350 members. 

Considerable interest is being taken in Southern Utah in the prospective early com- 
pletion of the big rock dam now being constructed on the Rio Virgen river below the 
town of Leeds, for the purpose of getting a permanent supply of the aqueous fluid for 


55 the irrigation of the cotton fields and vineyards around Washington and St. George. In 


the past twenty-five years many attempts have been made to construct permanent dams 
atid waterways on the river, but the treacherous nature of the bed of the stream, consist- 
ing mainly, as it does, of quicksand, has always rendered abortive all such efforts. Now, 
however, by taking advantage of a big bend in the river, caused. by the projecting rocky 
point of a mountain, it has been found feasible to entirely fill up the curve with a rock 
dam 560 feet in length and thus throw the entire stream against the rocky point men- 
tioned, an enormous ‘‘ spillway ” 245 feet wide being cut through the solid rock to ac- 
| commodate the stream. The wasteway of the dam is twenty-five feet above the bed of 
the river, and being cut through the solid rock formation, is of a permanent character. 
To convey the water from the dam into the level ground, it has been found necessary to 
cut a tunnel through the point of the mountain, followed by an B open canal cut for a long 
distance through the solid rock on the side of the mountain. 
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